[Your Name]
[Your Address]
[Postcode]
[Email Address]
[Date]
Subject: The Great UK WaterBlitz results and Make Citizen Data Count Campaign: 

Dear [MP's Name],

I am writing as a constituent to express my concern about the growing water crisis facing the United Kingdom and to ask for your support in strengthening the protection and monitoring of our rivers, streams and other freshwater environments. Across the UK, our water systems are under increasing pressure from pollution, population growth, ageing infrastructure, agricultural runoff, and the impacts of climate change. Many waterways are suffering from declining water quality, biodiversity loss, and increasing levels of nutrient pollution. These challenges threaten wildlife, public health, recreation, and the long-term security of our water supply.

To address these issues effectively, policymakers need access to robust and comprehensive evidence. One valuable source of evidence is citizen science. An example of which is the Great UK WaterBlitz, led by Earthwatch Europe. The latest results including for our local area, are now available, which show better/worse than average water quality. Through the WaterBlitz, thousands of volunteers test local waterways for nitrate and phosphate pollution, generating data that helps build a clearer picture of freshwater health across the country. 

The Great UK WaterBlitz demonstrates the power of citizen science to complement official monitoring programmes. Volunteers collect data from locations that may not be regularly monitored, increasing geographical coverage and helping to identify pollution hotspots. The programme also engages communities directly with environmental issues, encouraging greater awareness and stewardship of local waterways. Importantly, the evidence gathered through citizen science initiatives can help inform decision-making at both local and national levels. 

I would therefore urge you to support greater recognition and use of citizen science evidence in environmental policymaking, for example through the "Making Citizen Science Data Count" campaign for citizen science data to be more effectively integrated into environmental monitoring and decision-making processes. Alongside this, I hope you will continue to support measures that improve the health of our waterways, including stronger pollution controls, investment in water infrastructure, enhanced environmental monitoring, and nature-based solutions that improve water quality and climate resilience.

The UK's water crisis requires urgent and coordinated action. By making better use of evidence generated by both professional monitoring and citizen science initiatives such as the Great UK WaterBlitz, we can build a more complete understanding of the challenges facing our freshwater environments and develop more effective solutions.

I would be grateful if you could let me know what action you are taking to improve water quality and whether you support greater integration of citizen science evidence into environmental policy and regulation.

Thank you for your time and consideration. I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,
[Your Name]

