
Poetry can be a great way of communicating ideas and feelings, especially during these strange
and wild days! Think of it like painting a picture, but with words!

Like with painting, poetry doesn’t come in one style or size. It can be fun to use rhyming,
metaphors, similes and onomatopoeia (using words that sound like the thing you’re describing!).

 
Below, we’ve pulled together some top tips, to turn you into the next Shakespeare.
 

GET LISTENING!
The best way to understand poetry, is to listen to poems by other people. This will help you figure out
what you like. You can also use other people’s poetry as a base for you own: can you use the
rhyming pattern of another poem, but change the words and meaning? Why not be inspired by
Michaela Strachan or Julia Donaldson; maybe Michael Rosen or Roald Dahl are more your thing;
perhaps try Benjamin Zephaniah or Carol Ann Duffy or do Maya Anjelou, Simon Armitage or TS Eliot
hit the right note for you?
 
 

GET LOOKING!
Look at what’s around you! What creepy crawlies have you found cowering in corners? What
beautiful birds have you heard tweeting in the tree-tops? The best poetry comes from your own
observations. Once you’ve decided on the things you’d like to write about, make sure to study them
and think about what else they might remind you of.  Many of us turn to nature for inspiration in our
lives. Spend time outside and let your imagination run wild. Lie on the grass and see things from
different perspectives. Lie on your back and watch the clouds – what shapes and colours can you
see? What noises lurk in your gardens? How many different things can you hear? What smells fill
your nostrils? How do things feel? Use all your senses to inspire you.
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GET CREATIVE! 
Poets use lots of different literary techniques to describe what they’re seeing, feeling or thinking. 
Why don’t you try using some metaphors: this is when you compare one thing to another, a famous
example is in Shakespeare’s work. He describes someone as being ‘fairer than a summer’s
day’, we know that the person must be nice, because most people would think of a summer’s day as a
nice thing.
 
Another technique is a simile. Similes use ‘like’ or ‘as’ to compare one thing to a different thing. For
example, Robert Burns used a simile when writing ‘my love is like a red, red rose’. You probably use
similes a lot when you’re talking already, but didn’t realise they were a poetic technique!
 
There are many more literary techniques you could try: onomatopoeia, when the word sounds like the
thing you are describing; alliteration, using the same letter or sound in the same sentence, line or
stanza; repetition, using the same word throughout; or personification, giving inanimate objects, or
non-humans, human-like traits.
 
These all help to bring your poem to life. You can give your poems shape like a Diamante – where
your poem is presented in the shape of a diamond. A traditional Haiku poem has 14 syllables spread
over 3 lines (line 1 has 5 syllables, line 2 has 7 syllables and line 3 has 5 syllables). Why not try an
acrostic poem where the first of last letter in each line spells out a word. If you are feeling fun why not
try a limerick or a riddle or simply lose yourself if free verse! There is so much to choose from.
 
 

GET RHYMING! 
Now, not all poems have to have this but most do, so it’s up to you. 
You can get creative with your rhyme, and have them in every line.  
Or mix it up and make it every other, Have a go, and see what works for you. 
Once you’ve done one, we’re sure you’ll do another. 
We look forward to hearing what you can do!  
Get writing! 
 

Well you’ve had our top tips, and we’re sure you’ve seen some interesting things with 
Wild Days, so now it’s up to you! 

We can’t wait to read all your wonderful words!
 

POETRY SUBMISSION
You can enter your poem at www.wild-days.org

We would also love to see your poems on social media, share them with us using #WildDays on
Twitter, Facebook & Instagram
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