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Consultation Report 

Introduction 
 
Our local wildlife is under threat! The loss and degradation of wild areas owing to urbanisation (and the densification 
of these areas) has resulted in a 56% decline of all UK species1. Furthermore, these declines are paralleled by a 
growing disconnect between people and nature2; many children no longer spend time climbing trees or roaming the 
local woodlands and, although many adults still have a romantic longing for the outdoors, they rarely notice the 
nature on their doorstep. This disconnect is all the more worrying given the benefits nature provides, ranging from 
flood risk reduction to health and well-being benefits3-6. 
 
Gardens and communal green spaces are easily-accessible outdoor areas for people that provide alternative habitat 
for wildlife; if we could turn all UK gardens into nature-friendly places, we would create a ‘nature reserve’ of over 
430,000 hectares in size (more than four times the surface area of all national nature reserves combined7, 8!). Whilst 
the value of gardens and urban green spaces for nature have been demonstrated repeatedly9–12, in many places this 
potential is not being utilised, with hard-surface patios and monoculture lawns dominating. In wishing to address 
this, the State of Nature Partnership (led by RSPB) sought to develop a project (to exist alongside the State of Nature 
Report) to (re)connect people with their gardens and communal green spaces. 
 
In February 2016, the State of Nature Partnership (comprising Earthwatch, RSPB, the National Trust and the Wildlife 
Trusts) met for a workshop to examine this idea further. The conclusions were that such a project should be local, 
involve a range of wildlife, and comprise a range of engagement mechanisms to motivate all sections of society, 
from the unaware to the already engaged. The outputs also suggested that such a project should have a positive 
focus on helping protect wildlife once people had noticed it.  

 
In a separate meeting, Earthwatch and the Simon King Wildlife (SKW) Project - a charity which aims to restore 
landscapes for nature and people - a similar conclusion was reached. The SKW Project emphasises opportunities to 
make a positive change for wildlife and people by creating (micro-) habitats, ranging from nest boxes in inner city 
gardens to meadow ecosystems on countryside estates. Together the idea was born to encourage people to record 
the wildlife on their home patch – then take actions for wildlife in the form of habitat creation and asses the positive 
changes these have brought for wildlife.  
 
On 13th-14th March 2017, Earthwatch hosted an expert workshop, which brought together thirty individuals 
(comprising ecologists, social scientists, engagement specialists, NGO partners and government agencies), to identify 
which projects would be most engaging for the public whilst producing valuable data for science. The workshop 
concluded that an urban wildlife project based around the impact of actions for wildlife would be the optimal 
approach.  
 
As a result of these three separate lines of enquiry, Earthwatch sought to progress things further; to better 
understand public attitudes towards urban wildlife and a project to help protect it, Earthwatch initiated a market 
research questionnaire and a consultation survey.  
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Market research questionnaire 
 
We devised a short (four question) market research questionnaire to gauge people’s interest in their local wildlife 
and ascertain what actions, if any, they took to encourage local wildlife. This questionnaire was presented at two 
public-facing events: “NatureWatch”, a family-friendly event organised and hosted by the University of Oxford 
Botanic Garden (April 2017), and the Oxford Festival of Nature “Wild Fair”, a family-friendly event organised by the 
Berk, Bucks & Oxon Wildlife Trust (BBOWT) and hosted by the Oxford University Museum of Natural History (June 
2017). The combined reach across both events was 38 people. 
 

Results 
 
What wildlife do you see in your garden, if you have one, or outside your home? 
 
Birds and Other were most commonly reported, the latter including snails, slugs and spiders. Notably, every 
respondent was able to recall seeing something. 
 
What species, if any, would you like to see in your garden or outside your home?  
(Please tick as many as applicable) 
 
All respondents wished to see more wildlife in their garden or outdoor space, with the top-two species groups being 
Birds and Butterflies and/or moths. 
 
What do you currently do, if anything, to encourage more wildlife around where you live?   
(Please tick as many as applicable).  
 
Although different in ranking order, the top three actions undertaken were the same: Planting wildflowers for 
pollinators, Have bird feeder(s), and Have log pile(s). Notably, everybody did something to encourage wildlife. 
 
What would encourage you to do more for nature? 
(Please tick as many as applicable).  
 
If I knew more about how effective such actions or activities are and If I knew more about what to do were the top 
two responses that would encourage respondents to do more. Notably, all respondents would do more to 
encourage wildlife into their garden or outdoor space. 

Overall Summary 
 
From the market research, we were able to ascertain that; first, there is public interest in local wildlife, second, 
people are already taking steps to encourage wildlife, and third, there is scope to do more. These broad findings 
gave us mandate to develop a more comprehensive consultation survey, for wider distribution. 
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Consultation survey  
 
Building on the market research questionnaire, we developed a more detailed consultation survey, the results of 
which comprise the bulk of this report.  

Methodology 
 
Entitled “Nature on your doorstep”, the survey comprised 14 questions. The first question pertained to eligibility: 
Please note this survey only applies to persons living in the UK, aged 16 or over. Are you eligible to take part? Only 
respondents ticking “yes” were able to proceed with the survey (those ticking “no” were disqualified). The 
succeeding 10 questions related to participants’ interest in (and engagement with) urban biodiversity. The final three 
questions comprised an “About you” section. 
 
The survey went live on 21st September 2017 and remained open until 15th October 2017.  
 
Online  
The online consultation survey was created on SurveyMonkey and widely circulated, via email and social media 
channels (Facebook, Twitter). People were directed to the survey through an email advertisement containing the 
survey hyperlink. To increase our reach, we also sent out a “call for help” to a number of our networks, who agreed 
to circulate the email advertisements amongst their membership. Some of those who were contacted as part of this 
“call for help” are listed below: 
 

- Science Oxford network 
- Oxford Hub network 
- Oxford Natural History Museum subscribers 
- North Oxford Association members 
- South Oxford Community Centre members 
- East Oxford Community Centre members 
- West Oxford Community Association members 
- Eynsham family group (Facebook group) 
- Spotted: Eynsham (Facebook group) 
- Oxfordshire Libraries subscribers 
- Eynsham Nextdoor (online social network) 
- Capturing our Coast (CoCoast) mailing list 
- RSPB 
- Earthwatch (UK) subscribers  
- King Alfreds Scouting District 
- White Horse Harriers 
- Teach Earth Alumni 2017 
- Teach Earth Alumni 2015 
- Teach Earth Alumni 2014 
- Unleash 2 – Key Stage 2, Science 

 
We acknowledge the potential for data skew, in circulating the consultation survey through existing Earthwatch 
networks. We attempted to mitigate this effect by targeting new networks, such as community groups/associations, 
previously unaffiliated with Earthwatch.  
 
In person 
Hard copies of the consultation survey were completed by 16 people attending Forest Tots on 26th September 2017. 
This is an initiative giving babies and toddlers (aged six-months to five-years) the opportunity to learn through 
outdoor explorations and play activities, across a 65-acre site (located at Hill End, Oxfordshire).  
These survey responses were manually added to the SurveyMonkey and analysed with the online responses. 
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We acknowledge the potential presence of delivery acquiescence, in conducting in person surveys. However, owing 
to the small number of responses (2% of the combined total), these would not have significantly skewed the data. 
 
Combined 
In total, 765 people responded to the survey. Of these, 682 respondents (89%) submitted a complete survey 
(marking “done” at the end of the survey), 51 (7%) submitted an incomplete survey (terminating the survey part-way 
through) and 32 (4%) were disqualified (owing to ineligibility). Only completed surveys were analysed; incomplete 
surveys were excluded owing to the possibility of respondents later repeating the survey and submitting a 
completed version.  
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Results:  
 

Baseline  

This section explores the current interactions people have with their local wildlife. Questions relate to levels of 
wildlife seen and/or desired, and actions (if any) undertaken to help encourage local wildlife. 
 
Which of the following outdoor spaces, if any, do you have. Please select all that apply. 
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What wildlife do you see in your garden, window box or balcony? Please select all that apply. 
 

 
Other responses: 
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What do you currently do, if anything, to encourage wildlife to come to your garden, window box or balcony? Please 

select all that apply.  

 

 
Other responses: 
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Would you like to see more wildlife in your garden, window box or balcony? 

 

 
 

The majority (87.5%) of respondents indicated that they would like to see more wildlife in their garden, window box 
or balcony, which gives strong mandate for the proposed project. The remainder were ambivalent, indicating Maybe 
(11%) or Don’t know (0.5%). The proposed project would seek to raise the interest and aspirations of this group.  
 
Do you use any of your local public green spaces (e.g. park or community garden)? 
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Would you like to see more wildlife in your local public green spaces? 
 

 

 
 
The majority (93%) of respondents indicated that they would like to see more wildlife in their local public green 
space. For the 6.7% that indicated they were Indifferent, the proposed project would seek to raise their interest and 
aspirations.  
 
Baseline Summary 
 
All respondents were able to recall seeing wildlife in their private outdoor space and all undertook actions to 
encourage local wildlife. The majority of respondents would like to see more wildlife in both private and public 
outdoor spaces. 
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Attitudes, Barriers & Motivations  

This section captures what people would like to see (if anything) from a project, such as that proposed. Questions 
explore levels of interest and what would drive them to engage with such a project.  
 
If there were a project that could help you do more for wildlife in your garden, window box, balcony or public green 
space, would you be interested in participating? 
 

 
 
Potentially, 95% of respondents would be interested in participating in a project that could help them do more for 
wildlife in their local area, with 53% of respondents indicating that they definitely would and 42% indicating that 
they might be interested. For the latter, the proposed project would seek to raise their interest and aspirations, in 
hopes of increasing levels of participation. 3% of respondents indicated “don’t know”, and might also be encouraged 
to do so. These results suggest that there is a strong appetite for the proposed project.  
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Is there any particular wildlife you would like to see, or see more of, in your garden, window box or balcony? Please 
select all that apply. 
 

 
Other responses: 
 

 
 
The species/species groups respondents would like to see more of were Hedgehogs, Birds, Butterflies and/or moths, 
Bees, Dragonflies and/or damselflies, and Bats. These results have informed the selection of the priority 
species/species groups in the proposed project. Notably, we have not included Dragonflies and/or damselflies in our 
priority species/species group list; whilst we acknowledge that respondents would also like to see more of these, 
their specialised habitat requirements (including the need for flowing water) would preclude most from taking 
positive action.  
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What, if anything, would encourage you to do more to help wildlife in your garden, window box or balcony? Please 
select all that apply. 
 

 
Other responses: 

 
This question provided great insight into potential opportunities for engagement and, encouragingly, 99% of 
respondents would do more to encourage wildlife into their garden, window box or balcony, suggesting that there is 
an interest and an appetite by the public for helping their local wildlife.  
 
If I knew more about what to do and If I knew more about how effective such actions or activities are were the top 
two responses that would encourage respondents to do more (56% and 44%, respectively). Therefore, for the 
majority of respondents, knowledge acquisition would encourage them to help their local wildlife. Knowledge is 
something that can be easily provided and, for the proposed project, knowledge transfer would lie at the core of our 
engagement strategy.  
 
Cost, physical ability and time were considered, by some, as barriers for engagement. However, the proposed 
project will be designed to mitigate these potential barriers. Actions that require minimal (if any) cost, physical 
labour and/or time will be encouraged, to maximise participation e.g. not mowing the lawn, leaving areas to grow 
wild, and not using herbicides/pesticides. Notably, most barriers for engagement can be removed through 
knowledge dissemination. 
 
Interestingly, 16% of respondents would be encouraged to do more for their local wildlife if they could do it with 
their neighbours. Given the social dimension of wildlife conservation (relating to connectivity), the proposed project 
will encourage and nurture this desire for a community approach, using communications to raise awareness about 
its importance.   
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What else, if anything, would you like to get out of such a project other than encouraging wildlife to your garden, 
window box, balcony or public green space? Please select all that apply. 

 
Other responses: 

 
Responses to this section give real insight into people’s motivations for engaging with Naturehood, and will 
therefore form an integral part of our project planning and the design of our engagement and activities: 
 

- 83% of respondents indicated that they would like to help wildlife through such a project. Considering this, 
the proposed project will provide participants with real-time access to information on the impact that the 
project is having, at the local and national level. 

- 61% of respondents indicated that they would like an improved sense of well-being. We can communicate 
this benefit to participants, through linking Naturehood activities to the Five Ways to Wellbeing (Connect, Be 
Active, Take Notice, Keep Learning, Give)13, providing participants with opportunities to improve their 
physical and mental wellbeing. 

- 57% indicated that they would like to learn more about wildlife. The proposed project will therefore provide 
detailed information relating to the targeted species/species groups, along with links to other useful 
resources. 

- 54% indicated that they would like to spend more time outdoors. This will be easily achieved by the 
proposed project, as getting outdoors and (re)connecting with nature is a core element of project activities.  

- 47% of respondents indicated that they would like to participate in a community project and 41% indicated 
that they would like to participate in a national project. Given the social aspect of wildlife conservation, the 
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connected approach (at the community and national level) is a key aspect of the proposed project. The idea 
of contributing to “a bigger picture” will be reinforced through communications. 

- Educating children was the most common answer amongst the Other responses. As such, the proposed 
project will develop a number of child-facing resources that can be used to communicate the benefits of 
nature to children and support parents and group leaders to connect children with nature. Furthermore, the 
project will incorporate a dedicated schools programme.   

 
Attitudes, Barriers & Motivations Summary 
 
All those asked would do more for wildlife if they knew more about the effectiveness of their actions and if they 
knew more about what actions they should undertake. The results also suggested that there was interest in a 
community approach, with people inclined to do more if they could do it with neighbours and/or friends. 
 

Overall Summary 
 
This consultation survey gave us valuable insight into the public perception of, and aspirations for, local wildlife. It 
provided us with baseline information relating to current views and explored the attitudes, barriers and motivations 
felt towards a project, such as that proposed. The results of this consultation survey have guided the ideas for the 
proposed project and, in doing so, we hope to develop a project that meets the needs of the people and maximises 
opportunities for engagement. 
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