
Your Guide to Leaving a Legacy Gift



Writing your will can feel quite daunting - but it can also be a very 
positive act. A will helps you focus on what matter most to you, 

and enables your family and friends to honour your wishes. It’s also 
a time to decide what you want your lasting legacy to be.

You were born as part of the 
last generation that can still act 
in time to mitigate the impacts 
of the biodiversity and climate 
crises we face. So we are asking 
you to leave a lasting and 
profound legacy that will give 
every future generation the 
chance to live in a world where 
nature thrives. 

In this guide, we’ll talk you 
through leaving a gift in your 
will to Earthwatch Europe.  
You will find out:

What work your legacy will fund

How we will honour you and your wishes 

Practical advice on leaving a gift to us.

Earthwatch Europe
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Nature is in crisis - in just 50 years the planet has lost 

over two-thirds of its wildlife. 

A lack of action to protect nature has taken us close to 

the point of no return.

WHY EARTHWATCH EUROPE? 

In a world besieged by environmental crises, it’s 

easy to feel overwhelmed. But at Earthwatch Europe, 

we know that within each of us lies the power to 

make a difference. For over 30 years, Earthwatch 

Europe has been working with people to monitor, 

protect and restore nature. And our approach gets 

results. Working collaboratively with communities, 

scientists and organisations, we’ve increased our 

understanding of our planet and begun to address 

this damage through community-led solutions. 

Earthwatch Europe has connected thousands of 

people with nature and empowered communities 

everywhere to defend it. With your help, we can leave 

a thriving, protected planet for every generation 

to come.  Even the smallest gift in your will can 

make a big difference, and fuel our work. The next 

30 years will be a critical time for our planet –  as 

communities reverse the decline of nature in their 

cities, countryside and rivers, it will be because of you.

BUT WE STILL HAVE TIME TO CHANGE THIS…

Earthwatch Europe

In the next few pages, you 

will discover more about our 

work – and how your legacy 

gift will help us fight for the 

future of the planet.
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No one will 

protect what 

they don’t care 

about, and no 

one will care 

about what 

they have never 

experienced.

SIR DAVID ATTENBOROUGH

People are at the heart of all we do – we 

can only protect and restore nature with 

the help of people from all walks of life. To 

save our planet, we know we must forge 

a deeper connection between humanity 

and the natural world. Our goal is to give 

everyone access to the wonders of nature 

and ignite a passion to protect it. We can 

only save nature in our cities, countryside 

and rivers with the involvement of all 

sectors of society, including under-

represented communities and children.   

We work with people on the 
environmental challenges where  
they can have most impact.

Earthwatch Europe
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Urbanisation over the last 50 years 

has had a severe impact on nature – 

due to loss of habitat and the isolation 

of wildlife. The pressure on our towns 

and cities is set to increase with the 

urban population forecast to double 

by 2050.  However, urban areas can 

support high levels of biodiversity if we 

make space for nature. Unsurprisingly, 

the UK’s towns and cities are also 

where most people can make a 

connection with nature and act to 

protect it. Our programmes such as 

Tiny Forests and Green Earth Schools 

improve the environment and 

connect people with nature in areas 

where it is needed most. With your 

legacy gift you can help Earthwatch 

Europe create community-led, green 

‘stepping stones’ in gardens, public 

spaces and schools that benefit both 

urban wildlife and people.

Earthwatch Europe

I’m really excited about 
all of it, because I don’t 
have a garden, so I never 
really get to do any 
planting at home.
GREEN EARTH SCHOOLS PUPIL

C
re

d
it

: E
a

rt
h

w
a

tc
h

 E
u

ro
p

e
 

C
re

d
it

: E
a

rt
h

w
a

tc
h

 E
u

ro
p

e
 

C
re

d
it

: i
S
to

c
k



Agricultural change has been the 
biggest  driver of biodiversity loss over 
the past 50 years.  But we can change 
this situation by working with farmers 
and businesses to re-imagine the 
way we farm and produce food. We 
partner with farmers to demonstrate 
how they can reduce their impact on 
nature and the climate, whilst also 
supporting innovative individuals who 
are pioneering new solutions. A legacy 
helps us to plant the seeds of change 
and showcase farmers who are 
farming with nature, not against it.

Earthwatch Europe

We can demonstrate 
what we are already 
achieving - and where 
we find that we are 
having a negative 
impact, the data will 
help us understand 
and improve on this.

FARMER FROM FARMING  

WITH NATURE PROGRAMME
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Our rivers are in a shocking state. In England, only 14% of rivers are 

regarded as having good ecological status. Globally, freshwater 

populations have dropped faster than any other species group. Whilst 

there is great concern over sewage, pollution from agriculture is often 

an even bigger threat to nature.  You can help us create solutions 

by identifying pollution hotspots and working collaboratively with 

communities, landowners and water companies to implement nature-

based solutions that protect our rivers.

Earthwatch Europe

The testing has opened 
my eyes to the river’s 
struggle. It is sick, and 
we have the evidence to 
prove that fact.
FRESHWATER WATCH  

CITIZEN SCIENTIST
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TINY 
FORESTS
Super Tiny and Super Powerful 

- Tiny Forests are a pioneering 

solution that addresses the 

decline of urban nature and 

works with communities to build 

meaningful nature connections.

These miniature woodlands, roughly the 
size of a tennis court, consist of 600 trees 
and employ the pioneering techniques 
of Dr Akira Miyawaki, a Japanese Botanist. 
The Miyawaki Method is designed to 
rapidly restore woodland cover on 
degraded land using locally native trees. 
This approach is particularly effective in 
urban environments, as it accelerates the 
woodland creation process. 

A PIONEERING SOLUTION

When it comes to planting Tiny Forests, 
we rely on the dedication and passion 
of local people. The community 
actively participates in planting and 
monitoring the Tiny Forest’s progress, 
measuring its impact on carbon 
capture, biodiversity, flood prevention, 
and temperature regulation. Through 
citizen science, we empower 
individuals to be stewards of nature. 

WORKING WITH COMMUNITIES

We want to bring the beauty of Tiny 
Forests to towns and cities, where access 
to green spaces is limited. We believe 
that everyone deserves the chance to 
experience nature. That’s why we actively 
reach out to under-represented groups, 
breaking down barriers and creating 
inclusive spaces where people from all 
walks of life can connect with nature and 
each other.

CONNECTING PEOPLE WITH NATURE Over the past three years, our 

collective efforts have resulted 

in the planting of over 120,000 

trees across more than 200 Tiny 

Forests. With your help, we aim 

to establish 500 Tiny Forests, 

engaging over 100,000 individuals, 

in the coming years.

Earthwatch Europe
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My name is Shamita - I am a dance 
and yoga teacher. I was born in the UK, 
and have spent all my life here after my 
parents, Mina Ray and J. M. Ray, came 
over from Calcutta in the 60s. When they 
passed away, my parents left me a gift, 
and I wanted to do something good 
for the planet to honour their memory. 
I have always been interested in 
environmental issues, and in the face of 
the overwhelming environmental crises, 
I was wondering how I could make a real 
difference. I found Earthwatch Europe 
online, and started reading all about 
their wonderful initiative - Tiny Forests. I 
was hooked! Earthwatch and I worked 
together to find a suitable location, and 

SHAMITA’S STORY 
found one in London, right next to 
where I live. Every week, I witness its 
growth, and I feel so excited to see 
it flourishing. I have also taken some 
of my friends and family round to 
visit it - it makes me feel so satisfied 
to know that I have done something 
worthwhile, and I know that my 
parents would be proud, too. If you 
want to make a difference, and 
leave a lasting legacy, I urge you 
to join hands and leave a legacy 
to Earthwatch Europe. Together, 
we can plant the seeds of change, 
cultivating a future where love for 
the Earth is cherished, and the planet 
thrives for generations to come.

A Tiny Forest is  
such a brilliant idea.  
I particularly like that 
it honours the past, 
but is enjoyed by 
future generations as 
well. My Tiny Forest is 
a living testament to  
my parents’ legacy.

Earthwatch Europe
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THREE WAYS YOU CAN  

LEAVE A LEGACY GIFT  
TO EARTHWATCH EUROPE 

Protecting and restoring nature 

is vital for the survival of all life 

on Earth – including ours. Leaving 

a legacy, large or small, will fund 

our work to save nature for years 

to come. There are three different 

types of gift you can leave:

You can leave a percentage of what’s 
left of your estate after your other 
wishes are carried out (a residuary  
gift). This is a good option as it keeps  
its value in line with inflation.

You can give a fixed financial donation 
(a pecuniary gift). This is still a great 
option, but the value of this gift will go 
down over time as inflation increases.

You can also give an item, such as 
a valuable painting, jewellery or a 
property (a specific gift).

A SHARE OF YOUR ESTATE

A FIXED AMOUNT OF MONEY

A SPECIFIC ITEM

Earthwatch Europe

Our Earthwatch Legacy Makers 
have a lasting impact, enabling 
us to tackle the environmental 
challenges that threaten our 
natural world. Your gift doesn’t 
have to be large to make a 
difference – no matter how big or 
small they mean the world to us.
NEIL BAILEY – DIRECTOR OF PHILANTHROPY
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As part of our partnership with Octopus Legacy, the cost of your will is covered up to £150.
You can write or update a simple will for free or get a will with trust at a discounted rate. If
you choose to use this service, there’s no requirement to leave a gift to Earthwatch Europe
in your will. You can just use it to set out your wishes with no obligation.

To redeem your free will, simply visit earthwatch.org.uk/legacies and enter the voucher
code ‘EARTHWATCHFREE’ at the checkout. If you live in Scotland or Northern Ireland, or
would prefer to talk directly with a solicitor, please call 0800 773 4014 to use the telephone
service or to arrange a face-to-face appointment.

Print and sign your will with witnesses

Spend 15 minutes answering some questions
about you, your estate, and your wishes

Get your will approved by the Octopus
Legacy will specialists

3

1

2

If you want to create an entirely new will from scratch, our
partnership with Octopus Legacy makes it easy and free.
Just follow these three simple steps:

Earthwatch Europe

https://earthwatch.org.uk/support-us/leave-a-gift-in-will/
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Printed with no water, no chemicals, zero waste to landfill, 100% renewable energy.
This booklet removes more carbon from the atmosphere than it is responsible for.

www.earthwatch.org.uk/legacies
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